
DUO KAYO

duo kayo packs a punch with cellist Titilayo Ayangade and violist Edwin Kaplan. With over 15 
years of combined professional experience as members of the Thalea and Tesla String Quartets, 
this new and unusual ensemble is here to make a statement. Passionate about commissioning 
new works as well as championing the unsung heroes of the classical repertoire, the duo 
regularly hosts private live streams and performs live across the Northeast corridor. Praised for 
their vibrancy and joyful musical expression, duo kayo is a modern ensemble here to be a vehicle
for new music and new ways of thinking about music. When not debating extended instrumental 
techniques, Edwin and Titi can be found attempting to solve the New York Times Crossword 
Puzzle. 

Titilayo Ayangade, cello

Titilayo Ayangade, cellist, has spent more than two decades behind the instrument, enjoying 
performances in orchestras and chamber ensembles as well commissioning new music. Holding 
degrees in performance from University of Cincinnati-CCM and University of Texas at Austin, 
she has also worked closely with members of the Artemis Quartet at Queen Elisabeth Chapel in 
Belgium. Titilayo currently resides close to Washington, D.C. and is pursuing a D.M.A. at the 
University of Maryland as part of the fellowship ensemble in residence, Thalea String Quartet. 

As a member of the Thalea String Quartet, Titilayo was a top prize winner at both the Fischoff 
and Chamber Music Yellow Spring competitions and has been the cellist of the quartet since 
2017. TSQ was the 2019-2020 Ernst Stiefel Quartet in Residence at the Caramoor Center for the 
Arts. Titilayo has collaborated with many different artists including Isabel Charisius, Lawrence 
Power, Robert DeMaine, James Austin Smith and Sibbi Bernhardson. She has also received 
mentorship from members of The Left Bank Quartet, Miro Quartet, Emerson Quartet, Artemis 
Quartet and Ariel Quartet. Her principal cello teachers over the years were Ilya Finkelshteyn, 
Joshua Gindele, and Eric Kutz. In recent years Titilayo has had the privilege of touring China, 
Brazil, Canada, and many cities in North America. 

Inspired by and dedicated to the work of musicians of color, Titilayo is constantly seeking new 
collaborations and ways to spotlight the voices in music that often go unheard. Away from the 
cello Titilayo (Titi for short), spends her time searching for vintage furniture, and enjoys her 
work as a photographer www.titilayoandco.com.
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